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‘Uliim al-Hadith— The Discipline of Hadith Studies

The rich discipline of ‘uliim al-hadith consists of over 50 separate branches of learning, in two broad categories:

1. ‘TIm al—Riwdyah [knowledge of narration]: the work of the traditionist (muhaddith), this science involves ensuring authenticity at the source and accuracy in the
transmission and reporting of hadith so as to prevent distortion and error, deliberate or otherwise.

2. Ilm al—Dirdyah [knowledge of the meanings of hadith]: the process of ensuring the accuracy of the text of hadfth by paying attention to all the nuances of language
and purpose of the text as well as any ruling it might contain, this science is more the work of jurists and legal scholars whose job is to deduct the rules of SharT'ah from the
language of texts.

Receiving and Transmitting Hadfth [ .05 G531 ]
e Scholars traditionally viewed hadith from the perspective of reception (tahammul) and delivery (ada’)
e Preconditions for reception are only one— intellectual discernment (tamyiz), while conditions for delivery are five— Islam, majority, sound intellect, just
character (‘adalah), and retentiveness (dabt)
e  Hadith transmitters are required to transmit hadith in words that are indicative of the manner in which they received them
e  Eight valid methods of reception (these apply to the classical period and are largely irrelevant today):
1.  Direct hearing [ ¢ W.ui ]: direct hearing is indicated by the use of terms such as sami‘tu, haddathand, akhbarani, anba’ant, etc., which inspire

confidence in the accuracy of the message; direct hearing in the singular (sami‘tu, haddathant, akhbarant, anba’ani) is generally considered more
reliable than the equivalent plural terms (sami‘na, haddathand, akhbarand, anba’and); these terms inspire confidence

2. Recitation/rehearsal [ =20 = 578 or >4 ]: disciple reads to the shaykh, from memory or record, for purposes of verification; the clearest
expression to convey this mode of reception is qara’tu ‘ald fulan, while other expressions are debated

3. Permission [ 535y ]: teacher grants permission to individuals to transmit hadith from them in a specified or unspecified context even without
direct hearing or recitation,; this was in effect a license issued to trusted individuals; the common expression ‘an (= ) in isnads is considered to be

indicative of permission; there is debate over the validity of this method in the absence of direct hearing, but the general view is that it is accepted;
the more specific the wording and type of ijazah, the more reliable it is considered

4. Presentation [ 43 ]: teacher presents manuscript or record of hadith to students for purposes of transmission, usually accompanied by formal
ijazah; presentation without formal permission is considered a weaker form of transmission but still essentially reliable

5. Correspondence [ et ]: a teacher writes or dictates hadith to individuals, with or without formal permission; similar to presentation, but often
involves letters or writings in the teacher’s own handwriting

6. Declaration [ ;> ]: a teacher simply declaring his hadith and their source to his students without specifying permission to transmit; generally
considered valid since permission is implicit in the declaration as well as the nature of the teacher-student relationship

7.  Bequest [ <o |: arare form of hadith reception, in which a teacher leaves instructions upon his death or departure from a region allowing a
particular individual to transmit a book or collection from him; considered the weakest form of reception and some scholars have rejected it

8. Finding [s5 gl ]: a student discovers narrations or collections of his teacher and begins to transmit them; generally considered valid if the

writings are in the teacher’s handwriting; Imam Ahmad’s Musnad contains many examples of narrations discovered by his son ‘Abdullah and
subsequently included in the final compilation; initially a very rare method, today it is the most common form of learning and transmitting hadith,
with the rise of formal compilations

Hadith Compilations

. Many Companions were known to have kept written compilations known as Sahifah collections, which survived for many years but were mostly absorbed into later compilations

. Sahifat Madinah: The Constitution of Madinah written by the Prophet upon his migration was an early document that has survived in its entirety

e Al-Sahifah al-Sadigah of ‘Abdullah b. ‘Amr b. al-As (d 65H): one of the best known early collections, containing 1000 ahadith, its manuscript did not survive but its contents
almost entirely absorbed into the Musnad of Imam Ahmad

. Al-Sahifah al-Sahihah of Hammam b. Munabbih (d 101H): a surviving work of 138 ahadith compiled by a student of Abii Hurayrah, it has been rediscovered in modern times
from manuscript form by Muhammad Hamidullah.

. Muwatta’ of Imam Malik: earliest of the comprehensive hadith collections, it was written and revised over a period of 40 years in response to a request by the ‘Abbaid Caliph al-
Mansir, and arranged in a legal figh-oriented manner

e Musnad of Imam al-Shafi‘T

. Al-Athar of Muhammad b. al-Hasan al-Shaybant: this work did not survive but was considered to have been absorbed into other works

e Musannaf of Ma‘'mar b. Rashid (d 154H)

e Musnad of Abi Dawiid al-TayalisT (d 204H)

e Musannaf of ‘Abd al-Razzaq b. Humam al-San‘ani (d 211H)

. Musnad of Imam Ahmad (d 241H): a massive compilation that took 20 years to complete, it contains 40,000 ahadith including 10,000 repetitions by about 700 Companions;
consolidated and arranged by his son ‘Abdullah

. Musnad of Tbn al-Najjar (d 262H)

. Sahih al-Jami‘ of Imam al-BukharT (d 256H): Compiled over 16 years through extensive research and travel and from over 1,000 teachers, it is the single-most authoritative
hadith collection, containing 9,082 ahadith (2,602 discounting repetitions) arranged in 106 books and 3,450 chapters. Of his 430 narrators, only about 80 have been questioned or
labeled as weak, and about 89 of his hadith have been identified to have some defect. This collections stands out for the in-depth knowledge and insight it provides concerning hadith
(al-tafagquh fi'l-hadith).

e Sahih of Muslim b. al-Hajjaj al-NisabiirT (d 261H): Containing 10,000 ahadith ( 3,030 without repetitions) and having took 15 years to complete, it is considered the second most
authoritative work (or ranked first by some) and is considered to be better consolidated, with superior thematic arrangement and easier to use than Bukhart’s work. It is also
considered more precise from the perspective of the wordings of hadith. Critics have raised questions over 160 of Muslim’s 620 narrators, and questioned about 100 hadith from the
collection.

. Sunan Abi Dawad of Abti Dawitid al-Sijistani (d 275H): A comprehensive collection of 5,274 legal ahadith (4,800 without repetitions), he included both weak and authentic
narrations but took great effort to identify them as such, recording critical comments on each hadith, including sources, varying versions and the various points of strength and
weakness of each. It is generally ranked third after BukharT and Muslim and is considered to be so legally comprehensive that is was deemed “sufficient for the mujtahid to obtain the
knowledge of halal and haram.”

. Sunan Ibn Majah of Tbn Majah (d 273H): Containing 4,341 ahadith (including 1,329 recorded by him alone among the Authentic Six), in both authentic and weak— even fabricated
narrations, it was initially not included in the Authentic Six Compilations until the 6™ century when it replaced the Muwatta’ in this group. It is a refined and elegant work that is
arranged and classified very well.

e Sunanal-Nasa'7of al-Hafiz Ahmad b. Shu‘ayb al-Nasa’1 (d 303H): Containing 5,000 legal ahadith in a superior classification and arrangement, many of which appear in
previous works, and very little of which are weak. It combines many of the salient features of the other works.
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e Mustakhraj Muslim of Ya'qib b. Ishaq b. Ibrahim al-Isfara’ini (d 316H): A mustakhraj work in which the author attempted to identify alternate chains to the hadith of Muslim.
e Mustakhraj ‘ala’l-Sahihayn by Ibn al-Akhram (d 344H): A mustakhraj work identifying additional chains for the hadith of Bukhari and Muslim.

e Al-Mu'jam al-Kabir of al-Tabarani (d 360H): Contains 25,000 hadith, arranged alphabetically by Companions.

e Al-Mu'jam al-Awsat, al-Mu jam al-Saghir of al-Tabarani (d 360H)

D) Mustakhraj of Abii Bakr b. Ibrahim al-Isma‘ili (d 371H): A supplementary work to al-Bukhari, it identified additional, alternate chains for all his hadith.

e Jami' al-Tirmidhi of al-Hakim al-NisabirT (d 405H): Comprehensive collection in which the author attempted to use only narrations that were practiced and in use by prominent

jurists and scholars (which makes the collection reasonably clear or spurious and fabricated hadith) and made many valuable critical comments to each hadith, including existence of
alternate chains of transmission and methodological comments on hadith sciences.

. Mustadrak ‘ala’l-Sahthayn by al-Hakim al-Nisabiri (d 405H): A supplementary work to Bukhari and Muslim meant to identify additional hadith narrations that meet their
criteria of authenticity, it has been criticized as being lax and not living up to its intended purpose, often utilizing weak hadith.

The following compilations considered to be weak and not generally relied upon: The Companions

Al-Kabir, al-Saghir, and al-Awsat by al-Tabarant e Lastliving Companion— Abii Tufayl ‘Amir b. Wathilah al-Laythi (died 100H in
Al-Afrad by al-Daruqutni (d 385H) Makkah)

All hadith compilations of al-Khatib al-Baghdadt e Last Follower to meet him— Khalaf b. Khalifah (d 188H)

Hilyat al-Awliya’ wa Tabaqat al-Asfiya’ by Abl Nu‘aym al-Isfahant e Mukthiru'l-Hadith— about 7 Companions who narrated the bulk of hadith from the

Prophet— Abii Hurayrah (5,374), Ibn ‘Umar (2,630), Anas b. Malik (2,286), ‘A’isha
(2,210), Ibn ‘Abbas (1,660), Jabir b. ‘Abdullah (1,540) and Abii Sa‘1d al-Khudri (1,170)

. Most learned Companions—‘Umar, ‘Alf, Ubayy b. Ka‘b, Zayd b. Thabit, Abu’l-Darda’
and Ibn Mas‘Gd

. Abu Bakr narrated only 142 hadith due to his early death

Some Specific Branches of Hadith Sciences:
Tlm tarikh al-rawat (biographies of transmitters): also known as Tim al-rijal al-hadith and asma@’ al-rijal and tabaqat al-ruwat (classes of narrators)

Ma'rifat awtan al-ruwdt wa buldanihim (localities and domiciles of narrators— stresses the theme that knowledge of the locations of narrators and where they
received hadith enhances the reliability of the isnad)
Ma'rifat al-Tabagat (knowledge of the generations— Companions, Successors, etc.)

Ma'rifat al-akabir min al-asdghir (knowing the senior and junior figures in each generation)

Ma'rifatu ma dhukira bi asma’ aw sifat mukhtalifah (knowledge of the names of the hadith transmitters who are known by multiple names, a phenomenon not uncommon
due to the use of multiple names, nicknames, titles and kunyahs common in Muslim tradition)

Ma'rifat al-mu ‘talif wa’l- mukhtalif min al-asma’ wa'l-ansab (knowledge of the look-alike but different names and genealogies— which discusses names
written similarly but pronounced differently)

Ma'ifat al-muttafiq wa'l-muftariq min al-asma’ wal-ansab (knowledge of concordant and discordant names and genealogies— deals with narrators with
identical names)

Ma'rifat al-mubhamat (knowledge of the obscure— clarifying obscure references to individuals that are mentioned in hadith

Ma'rifat al-ansab al-latt batinuha ‘ala khilaf zahiriha (knowledge of genealogies who appearance is contrary to what they actually are— identifying and
clarifying names which are not as they might appear to be, for instance, a Companion identified as al-Badri though he did not witness al-Badr, or al-TaymI not from
the Taymi tribe)

‘IIm mustalah al-hadith [the lexicon of hadith]: Technical terms, names and phrases that the discipline of hadith studies has developed over time

. The sum-total of the rest of the hadith sciences, it represents the cumulative scholarship of the men of learning over the history of developments in hadith studies and seeks to
bring all other fields of hadith sciences into focus

e sunnah: normative and exemplary conduct of the Prophet algab al-muhaddithin (rankings of hadith scholars):
D hadith: verbal carrier of the Sunnah; the words or phrases in which the sunnah has 1. Musnid: simple narrator of hadith
been communicated and expressed 2, Talib al-hadith: active seeker of hadith
o khabar: report or verbal communication from others concerning the Prophet 3. Muhaddith: one learned in hadith sciences and familiar with the six works, and

has memorized at least 1,000 ahadith

. athar: all that is attributed to the Prophet, Companions and other leading figures 4 Tafiz: one with wide and extensive knowledge of hadith, including the

° 'S_de: chain of tﬁlnsrfnﬁters for a hadith memorization of all sound ahadith (or at least 100,000 according to some)
* rawt: narrator of hadrt 5. Hujjah: comprehensive and insightful knowledge of hadith and, according to
. musnad: hadith that is supported by a chain of transmission (isnad) all the way to the some, the memorization of 300,000 ahadith

Prophet 6. Hakim: the highest level of hadith competency and literacy, plus one who has
° matn: text of a hadith memorized all ahadith on record with their chains

“Im al-jarh wa'l-ta‘dil [impugnment and validation]: concerned mainly with the reliability or otherwise of hadith transmitters and their formal classification and codification

Ranks of Validation: Ranks of Impugnment:

1. Companions [highest level] 1. Majhal al-hal: integrity unknown, but also nothing negative known; acceptable if two upright persons narrated from him
Thigat dabitin: unwaveringly trustworthy Da'if: weak

Thigat: trustworthy and inspires confidence Majhal: unknown person, either no one, or a single person, narrated from him

Sadig: truthful Matriik: abandoned, discredited by reliable authorities

Sadig yahim: truthful but prone to mistakes Muttaham bi’l-kadhib: accused of forgeries and lies

6. Magbil: accepted insha’allah 6. Kadhdhab: known liar, or wadda': forger
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‘Tlm gharib al-hadith [unfamiliar expressions in hadith]
‘Ilal al-Hadth: science of studying the less-than obvious defects of apparently sound narrations.

. Considered to be the most meticulous of the hadith sciences, its experts likened to keen craftsmen, because it deals with sifting out the hidden defects in those narrations that are
apparently sound and have not been rejected by the majority of traditionists

. These type of defects are not infrequent even in the major collections

. Types of defects: raf* al-mawgqiif (mistaken elevation of a suspended narration), ittisal al-mursal (connecting a disconnected narration), idrdj (insertion of words or phrases into the text

by a narrator), idkhal al-hadith fi’l-hadith (insertion of one narration into another), tadlis (deliberate concealment of elements of the isnad, or deliberate ambiguities in the names or
identifications of ones’ teachers or names of locales, etc.)

. Many otherwise reputable scholars committed lesser types of tadlis ambiguities which are still generally accepted: Sufyan b. ‘Uyaynah and Sufyan al-ThawrT, Qatadah, Hasan al-Basri,
al-A'mash and even Ibn ‘Abbas, who narrated many ahadith from the Prophet though he heard only a handful of them directly; The general principle is that if a person is known to be
trustworthy and reliable, and the tadlis is not major, then the narrations are acceptable

. Tadlis is generally considered less acceptable than mursal narrations, which are omissions of links in the chain that are not deliberate

. Tadlis relates to the science of ma‘rifatu ma dhukira bi asma’ aw sifat mukhtalifah (knowledge of the names of the hadith transmitters who are known by multiple names)

Mukhtalifal—Hadl'th (OI‘ Mushkil al—Hadl'th): Science of resolving conflict and clarifying difficulties in hadith

. General principles in order of preference:
1. conflicting narrations are first attempted to be reconciled (al-jam‘ wa'l-tawfig) by analyzing their context and application
2. if reconciliation is not possible, then their chronological order is identified and the principle of abrogation (naskh) is applied
3. if no reconciliation nor chronological order is possible, then one is simply preferred to the other (al-tarjth) on various grounds




4. if preference is not possible, then the narrations are suspended and not applied (al-tawaqquf)

Al-Nasikh wa’l-Mansiikh fi'l-Hadith: Abrogation in hadith

This field is perhaps the most controversial and disputed, and least understood, of the hadith sciences

It refers to the abrogation of one legal ruling by another of subsequent origin

Applies only in the case of conflicting narrations of legal import (does not apply to morals or historical or factual narrations) that have a clear chronological demarcation

4 types of abrogation in hadith: 1. that which is explicitly known from the hadith text itself (al-naskh al-sarih), 2. that which is known from the statements of the Companions, 3. that
which is known through a historical or chronological sequence of events, 4. that which is known through general consensus (ijjma’)

Ziyadat al-Thiqat: Additional elements added to hadith by reliable narrators

this field deals with the quite common scenario of multiple versions of the same narration in varying lengths and details
these additions and discrepancies can occur in both the text as well as the chain of hadith
these may represent a narrator summarizing a lengthy hadith on occasion, or adding some details from oneself for purposes of elaboration or clarification, or may be due to the
varying retentive abilities and memories of the recipients of hadith, or may actually represent different hadith uttered on different occasions
General principles:
1. if the details are not conflicting but of the same essential nature, then there is no real issue
2. if the details are conflicting, or add additional—even minor— juridical implications, then the principles of preference (tarjih) are to be applied
More credibility is given to the versions narrated by greater numbers of individuals
According to some scholars, in cases of doubt shorter versions of narrations should be given preference over longer ones to minimize the likelihood of error

al-Mutaba‘ah [The Science of Confirmation and Follow-up)

the science of identifying additional support for solitary narrations through alternate chains of transmission

al-Mutabi‘— a confirming report involving the same chain as the original hadith through another narrator; al-Shahid— a confirming report through an entirely different chain that
expresses the same or similar meaning as the original hadith

Mutaba‘ah Tammah (complete follow-up)— when another narrator at the lowest level (i.e. the level in question) confirms the identical chain in question; Mutaba‘ah Nagisah (deficient
follow-up)— when support is found through a narrator higher in the chain, for instance, through a different Companion

Hadith Classification

Classification based upon broad categories of authenticity:

1.

Sahih (Sound): continuous chain, upright narrators, free of hidden defects (‘ilal) and outlandish elements (shudhadh)
. Two categories: a. that which is inherently sound (sahih li dhatihi), b. that which is not intrinsically sound but becomes so based upon extraneous, supporting evidences
(sahth li ghayrih)
Hasan (Fair): does not meet the full criteria of sahih nor weak enough to fall under da‘if
. Also can be sound intrinsically (li dhatihi) and extrinsically (Ii ghayrihi)

. This categorization developed later, and earlier scholars recognized only authentic (sahih) and inauthentic (da'‘7f) categories, and so placed these types of narrations in
the sahih category
Da'if (Weak): doesn’t meet all of the criteria of authenticity above, either in the text or chain

. there are many degrees of weakness, some of them slight and do not preclude acting upon the hadith while some are severe and warrant outright rejection
. general principle: overall acceptability of a hadith is based upon its weakest element
. Types of weak narrations:

a. Mursal (disconnected): broken link at the level of the Companions

o Degrees: Mursal of the Companions (a Companion quotes the Prophet but his direct hearing of the hadith from the Prophet is not proven; very

common as many junior Companions would learn hadith from other more senior Companions), Mursal of the Follower (tabi‘i) who embraced
Islam in the time of the Prophet but never saw him (there are 20 such individuals mentioned), mursal of the prominent Followers, mursal of the
less prominent Followers

o Only the mursal of the Companions are generally accepted by most scholars

o After the Companions, the soundest mursal report is considered to be that of Sa‘id b. al-Musayyib (d 99H) in Madinah, who was the son of a
Companion Musayyib b. Huzn, as well as a student of the major Companions and one of the 7 jurists of Madinah

Mungati‘ (broken): missing or ambiguous link in the isnad anywhere below the level of the Companions
Mu'dal: two consecutive broken links in the isnad
Matriak (abandoned): transmitter suspected of lying
Maglab (reversed): any type of reversal in the isnad or text
Mudraj (inserted): insertion of the words of a transmitter into the text of a hadith
Munkar (evil): narrators of doubtful reliability while text contradicts more authentic narrations
Shadh (irregular): a hadith with trustworthy narrators but it contradicts stronger narrations or narrations supported by greater number of trustworthy
narrators
i Mudtarib (confounded): a hadith which contradicts other narrations that cannot be reconciled nor can any of them be preferred over another

. there are many views on the usability of the weak narrations, but the safest approach and that adopted by most contemporary scholars is that their use be severely

restricted so as to preserve the purity of the Sunnah and not undermine its credibility
Mawdi' (Forged)

. Forgeries affected many disciplines, including tafsir, figh and morals

. Figh works known to contain weak and forged hadith: al-Marghinant's Hiddyah (which prompted al-Zayla‘T (d 762H) to compile a work devoted to clarifying its hadith
sources), Sharh al-Rafi'T (which prompted Ibn Hajar to write a critical review on its hadith references)

. Tafsir works affected by forgeries: Tafsir Zamakhsari (al-Zayla'T published a critique on it), Tafsir of al-Tha'alibi (d 875H), al-WahidT (d 468H), even Tafsir al-TabarT to some
extent (al-SuytT’s al-Durr al-Manthur is a critique of that)

. Imam GhazalT’s Thya ‘Ulam al-Din also affected by forgeries (Zayn al-Din al-‘Iraqi, d 806H, published a critique of its hadith)

. Signs of hadith forgery: historical discrepancies in the isnad, ill reputations of transmitters, crude language not characteristic of the Prophet, corrupt meanings, clear
opposition to the Qur’an, clash with historical reality, scholastic fanaticism, a hadith reported in solitary fashion though it should have been known to vast numbers of
people, promise of disproportionate rewards and over-harsh punishments

. Interestingly, the kharijite sect was known for their harsh bluntness and devotion to the truth as they saw it and were thus innocent of hadith forgeries
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Classification based upon the origin of the hadrth:

1.

Marfi* (raised): a hadith that is determined to be ascribed to the Prophet, though it may be a statement of a Companion; versus Mawqif (suspended): a hadith that stops at the level of
the Companion and is not evidently attributed to the Prophet

. Marfii‘ narrations include those clear and explicit statements and actions of the Prophet as well as the statements of the Companions concerning events during his
lifetime, his personal descriptions and attributes, and statements of the Companions concerning matters of belief and other unseen matters (ghaybiyat) which are
presumed to have only originated from the Prophet himself

. Mawqif narrations are not wholly dismissed as weak and unreliable but each case must be judged on its own merits based upon the principles of hadith

Muttasil or mawsiil (connected, i.e. with continuous unbroken isnad) versus Magqti‘ (broken): a hadith suspended at the level of the Followers
. Magqti’ narrations are generally considered to be very weak, though some scholars advocate accepting those of the senior Followers
Mu'‘an‘in (on the authority of), Mu’annan (that), Mu‘allaq (hanging)

. Mu'‘an’in: a hadith whose links in the isnad are connected with the linking particle ‘an ("on the authority of") which does not specify the manner of hadith reception;
there has been much debate over its acceptability, but the general view of leading experts including Ibn Hajar is that these are acceptable and considered to be
connected (muttasil) unless there is evidence to the contrary; others hold that actual encounters or direct hearing between the links must be proven for the chains to be
acceptable




. Mu’annan: a hadith whose isnad includes the linking particle anna ("that he said. . .") which also introduces an element of ambiguity; some have considered the above two
to be equivalent

. Mu'allag: a hadith quoted with omission of the entire isnad or significant portions of it; this manner became common in later times as hadith compilations matured and
became widespread
. These three types are not considered to be intrinsically or categorically weak, but must be evaluated on their merits
Classification based upon the number of narrators:
1. Fard: a hadith narrated by a single Companion, though it may be subsequently narrated by a large number
. Can be absolute (al-fard al-mutlag)— narrated by a single person, or relative (al-fard al-nisbi)— narrated by multiple individuals but who all belong to one group or locality

(i.e. people of Kiifa
2. Gharib: a hadith that is narrated by a single individual at any level of its isnad
. every fard hadith is thus gharib but not vice versa
. both these categories do not automatically render a hadith weak but it must be evaluated individually, but most gharib narrations are likely to be weak; some scholars
even precluded both these categories from a fully sound hadith (sahih) on the grounds that such a paucity of transmitters cannot allow for a hadith to be fully acceptable

3. ‘Aziz: a hadith with at least 2 transmitters at every link in the isnad, Mashhiir: at least 3 transmitters at each link
4. Mutawatir (multiplicitous): a hadith narrated by such a large number of individuals at each link of the isnad that it becomes inconceivable that they could have collaborated to
perpetuate a lie; versus Ahad: those hadith that do not meet the criteria of tawatur
. No exact numbers specified to meet the criteria of mutawatir, though numbers from 4 to several hundred have been proposed
U Two types:
o Verbal Mutawatir (mutawadtir lafzi): verbatim transmissions of the Prophet in a mutawatir manner; very few such examples
o Mutawatir by Meaning (Mutawdir Ma‘nawi): various reports through different channels which support a common theme and meaning
. Ahad narrations are not necessarily weak according to the dominant opinion but must be evaluated according to the principles of hadith evaluation, and if deemed to be
sound, impart certain knowledge; others deem them less than decisive even if authenticated
. It is also generally agreed that in matters of belief and creed, ahdad narrations are not acceptable

Asahh al-Asanid (The Best Chains)
. Two types of chains with respect to proximity to the Prophet:
1. Elevated chains (al-isnad al-‘ali): fewest links to the Prophet, vertical transmission only

2. Descended chains (al-isnad al-ndzil): multiple links, often with horizontal transmission (between individuals in the same level or generation tabagah)

. Best chains of Abli Hurayrah: . Best isnad of ‘A’isha: ‘Ubaydullah b. ‘Umar — al-Qasim b. Muhammad b. Aba Bakr

o Ibn Shihab al-ZuhrT — Sa‘id b. al-Musayyib — Abii Hurayrah [considered — his aunt ‘A’isha

the best isnad of Abii Hurayra] . The Golden Chain: Imam Ahmad — Imam al-ShafiT — Imam Malik

o Ab#’l-Zanad — al-A'raj — Abt Hurayrah . Other strong chains:

o Yahyab. AbiKathir — Abii Salama — Abii Hurayrah o Muhammad b. Sirin — ‘Ubaydah b. ‘Amr — ‘AlT b. Abi Talib
. Best chain of Abii Bakr: Isma‘l b. Abi Khalid — Qays b. Abi Hazim — Abii Bakr o Tbrahim al-NakhaT — ‘Alqgamah b. Qays — Ibn Mas‘Gd
. Best isnad of ‘Umar: al-ZuhrT — Salim — his father Ibn ‘Umar —>his father ‘Umar o Imam Malik — Nafi‘ — Ibn ‘Umar

ANTHOLOGY OF HADITH LITERATURE
General works on ‘Uliim al-Hadith

Early works that laid the foundations of a methodology of hadith evaluation:

Kitab al-Du‘afa’ by Imam al-Bukhari and al-Nasa’T: discussed weak transmitters
Kitab al-Du‘afd’ by Imam al-Nasa'T: discussed weak transmitters
Kitab al-Tabagat al-Kubra by Ibn Sa‘d (d 230H): detailed biographical work on transmitters
Kitab al-Tabagat by Abi Hatim Muhammad b. Hibban al-Busti (d 354H/965CE): a more specialized work in which he only mentioned the reliable transmitters

Later works that consolidated earlier ones:
Al-Muhdith al-Fasil Bayn al-Rawi wa'l-Wa'T by al-Qadi Abi Muhammad al-Hasan al-Ramhurmuzi (d 360H): landmark work that combined and consolidated all aspects of
hadith studies for the first time, but still fell short of being a fully comprehensive work
Ma'rifat ‘Ulam al- Hadith by al-Hakim Aba ‘Abd Allah al-Nisabiiri(d 450H): another landmark consolidating work that discusses fifty branches of hadith sciences, but
remained poorly consolidated and less-than-comprehensive according to Ibn Hajar
Al-Kifayah fi Ma'rifat Usial ‘TIlm al-Riwdyah and al-Jami‘ li Adab al-Shaykh wa’l-Sami‘ by al-Khatib al-Baghdadi (d 463H)
‘Uldm al-Hadith by Tbn al-Salah (d 643H): widely acclaimed reference work in the field of hadith studies
Al-Ba'ith al-Hathith ila Ma'rifat ‘Uliim al-Hadith by Ibn Kathir (d 774H): another major reference that built upon the work of Ibn al-Salah

Works on biographies

Kitab al-Tabagat al-Kabir by Ibn Sa‘'d al-ZuhrT (d 230H/845CE): A 15-volume seminal work that was one of the earliest on this topic, containing biographies of more
than 4,000 traditionists as well as a rich mine of history and genealogy, including the Seerah.

Tarikh al-Kabir by al-Bukhari (d 256/871): The next landmark in this field, this was a biographical work arranged alphabetically of over 40,000 traditionists, which
exists today in fragments.

Mashahir ‘Ulama’ al-Amsar by Abu Hatim Muhammad b. Hibban al-BustT (d 354H/965CE)

Tarikh Baghdad by al-Khatib al-Baghdadi (d 463H): short biographies of 7,831 individuals

Usd al-Ghabah by Ibn al-Athir (d 630H/1230CE): Authoritative work on biographies of 7,554 Companions.

Tabagat al-Huffaz by al-Hafiz al-Dhahabi (d 748H)

Al-Isabah fi Tamyiz al-Sahabah by Ibn Hajar (d 852H): Comprehensive and authoritative work on the biographies of the Companions

Tahdhib al-Tahdhib by Ibn Hajar (d 852H): 10-volume biographical work in alphabetical order of 12,415 traditionists.

Mizan al-I'tidal by Tbn Hajar (d 852H): Another biographical work of 14,443 traditionists.

‘Ayn al-Isabah by al-Suyti (d 911H): summary of Ibn Hajar’s work

Al-Risalah al-Mustatrifah by Muhammad b. Ja‘far al-Kattani (d 1345/1927)

Works devoted to Mursal Hadith Works on Weak Narrators

Kitab al-Marasil by Abt Dawtd (d 275H) Al-Majruhin min al-Muhaddithin wa’l-Du‘afd’ wa’l-Matriikin by AbG Hatim Muhammad Ibn Hibban al-Busti (d 354H)
Mardsil by Abl Hatim al-Razi (d 277H)

Works on Forgeries in hadith

Tadhkirat al-Mawdi'‘at by Abu’l-Fadl Muhammad b. Tahir al-Maqdisi (d 507H)

Al-Mawdii‘at by Ibn al-Jawzi (d 597H): renowned work on forgeries, but has been criticized as including many good narrations as forgeries
Al-Mughn ‘an al-Hifz wa’l-Kitab by Abii Hafs ‘Umar b. Badr al-Musali (d 622H): identified themes and chapters that had become liable to forgeries
Al-Ta‘aqqubat ‘ala’l-Mawdi'‘at by al-Suyiit1 (d 911H): follow-up work to Ibn al-JawzT's work

Al-La’ali’ al-Masni‘ah fi'l-Ahadith al-Mawdi‘ah by al-Suyti (d 911H): summary of Ibn al-Jawzi’s work

Al-Mawdii‘at by Mulla ‘Al al-Qari (d 1014H)

Al-Fawa’id al-Majmi‘ah fi'l-Ahadith al-Mawdi'ah by al-Shawkani (d 1250H)




Asanid works

Thulathiyat al-Bukhari by Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani (d 852H): work identifying all the trilateral chains in Sahih al-Bukhari (those consisting of three links)
Thulathiyat Ahmad b. Hanbal by al-Safarint

Works on ‘Tlal al-Hadith (Hidden Defects)

Al-Tarikh wal-‘Ilal by Yahya b. Ma'‘in (d 233H)

‘Ilal al-Hadith by Imam Ahmad (d 241H)

Al-'lal by al-Tirmidhi (d 279H)

‘Ilal al-Hadith by ‘Abd al-Rahman b. AbT Hatim al-Razi (d 327H)
Al-"lal al-Waridah fr'l-Ahadith al-Nabawiyyah by al-Daruqutni (d 385H)

Works on Mukhtalif al-Hadith (Resolving Conflict in Hadith)

Ikhtilaf al-Hadith by Imam al-Shafi‘7 (d 204H): written on the margins of Kitab al-Umm to provide a basic set of guidelines for reconciliation and preference
Ta'wil Mukhtalif al-Hadith by Muhammad Ibn Qutaybah al-Dayniiri (d 271H); Extensive work on subject, including defending against criticisms of hadith by
Mu'tazilites and others

Mushkil al-Athar by Abii Ja‘far al-Tahawi (d 321H): a 4-volume authoritative work on the subject

Mushkil al-Hadith wa Bayanuhu by Abubakr al-Isfahani (d 406H)

Works on Gharib al-Hadith (Rare and Difficult Expressions in Hadith)

An early small work by Abil ‘Ubayd Ma‘mar al-Taymi (d 209H)

Gharib al-Hadith wa'l Athar by Abi ‘Ubayd al-Qasim b. al-Sallam (d 224H): a highly acclaimed and comprehensive work that was a result of 40 years of scholarship
Gharib al-Hadith by Muhammad b. al-Qasim al-AnbarT (d 328H)

Gharib al-Hadith by Ibn Qutaybah al-DayniirT (d 271H): supplemented the earlier work of Abi ‘Ubayd al-Qasim b. al-Sallam

Al-Nihayah fi Gharib al-Hadith wa'l Athar by Majd al-Din Ibn al-Athir (d 606H): combining and consolidating previous works, it is considered a standard reference in the
field, and has susbequently been the subject of numerous commentaries and supplements

Al-Durr al-Nathir Talkhis Nihdyat Ibn al-Athir by al-Suyiti (d 911H): summary of Ibn al-Athir’s work

Al-Kifdyah fi Nazm al-Nihayah by Abu’l Fida al-Ba‘labaki al-Hanbali (d 785H): Ibn al-Athir’s work in prose form

Al-F@’iq li Gharib al-Hadith by al-Zamakhshari: considered to be another standard reference in the field

Works on al-Nasikh wa’l-Mansiikh fi’l-Hadith (Abrogation in Hadith)

Nasikh al-Hadith wa Mansiikhuhii by al-Hafiz Aba Bakr Muhammad b. al-Athram (d 261H): written by a friend and contemporary of Imam Ahmad in 3 small booklets
Nasikh al-Hadith wa Mansiikhuhii by al-Hafiz Abt Hafs ‘Umar b. Ahmad al-Baghdady, also known as Ibn Shahin (d 385H)

Ahmad b. Ishaq al-Tanikhi (d 318/930)

Muhammad b. Bahr al-Isfahani (d 332/934)

‘Umar b. Shahin al-Baghdadi (d 385/995)

Al-I'tibar fi'l- Nasikh wa'l-Mansiikh min al-Athar by Abi Bakr Muhammad b. Misa al-Hamdani al-Hazimi (d 584H): comprehensive work

Works on Asbab Wuriid al-Hadith (Study of the Occasions of Occurrence of Hadith)

Al-Bayan wa'l-Ta'rif fi Asbab Wurid al-Hadith al-Sharif by the Damascene traditionist Ibrahim Muhammad b. Kamal al-Din, also known as Ibn Hamzah al-Husayni (d
1120H): comprehensive 2-volume work arranged alphabetically according to persons and events

Works on Ziyadat al-Thiqat (Additional elements added to hadith by reliable narrators)

Kitab al-Tamyiz al-Mazid fi Muttasil al-Asanid by al-Khatib al-Baghdadi (d 463H): work on additions to chains of hadith, that has been criticized by many, including Ibn
al-Salah, for some its conclusions

I Compiled by Abu Zayd, www.studentofislam.com
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